
Logan Municipal Council Logan, Utah September 16, 2008

Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular
session on Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan Municipal Council
Chambers, 255 North Main, Logan, Utah, Chairman Tami W. Pyfer conducting.

Council members present: Tami W. Pyfer, Laraine Swenson, Stephen C.
Thompson, Jay A. Monson and Herm Olsen. Administration present: City Attorney
Kymber Housley, Mayor Randy Watts and Recorder Teresa Harris.

OPENING CEREMONY.  Opening prayer was offered by Pastor Mike Wilson
from Marantha Baptist Church. Chairman Pyfer led the audience in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Chairman Pyfer welcomed those present. There were seventeen citizens in the
audience at the beginning of the meeting. 

Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the Council meeting from September 2, 2008 were
approved with a minor correction made my Chairman Pyfer. 

Meeting Agenda.  The meeting agenda was approved. Chairman Pyfer
announced that at tonight’s meeting there is one public hearing regarding a budget
adjustment in the police department.

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.   

MARK HAWS. Mr. Haws said that he has a concern about littering in the
community. He asked the Council for help in educating the public to make improvements
when it comes to littering. He also feels there should be enforcement when people do not
clean up when leaving a park or litter in other areas of Logan City.  

Chairman Pyfer asked Mr. Haws to put in writing and give to the Council any
comments or suggestions he would have on littering and making improvements in the
community.  

Councilmember Olsen feels that Mr. Haws concern is both a littering and
recycling component. Several months ago he approached Environmental Department
Director Issa Hamud about asking the different churches to make a recycling effort in
their buildings. The churches were willing to participate in a pilot recycling program
which will then be evaluated and see if it works for them. 

Chairman Pyfer also asked about recycling bins at City parks and Logan River
Golf Course. Parks and Recreation Director Russ Akina responded that bins have been
placed at these locations but there is a concern about contamination so they were
removed. The parks department will continue to look for ways to address the
contamination issue and provided recycling in these areas. 
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Councilmember Thompson said that during the next budget session he would like
more information and feels that sometimes the cost exceeds the value of a recycling
program. 

Councilmember Olsen asked that Issa Hamud provide information if expanding
the recycling program will offset the burden. LDS churches are located close to housing
areas and parks so this should not be an issue.  

Mayor Watts added that with recycling we are not paying for tonnage and it’s
proven that recycling is worth the cost.

Councilmember Thompson stated that diesel costs and PM 2.5 are an issue and
should be considered. He would also like an analysis to be done during a future budget
workshop on recycling trucks and take home vehicles (police cars). 

Councilmember Monson would also suggest that the Youth City Council group
would be helpful to come up with ideas to help with recycling. 

MAYOR/ STAFF REPORTS.

 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD APPOINTMENTS. Mayor Watts

presented the name of J. Allen Lowe for appointment to the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board. 

CITY RECORDER.  Mayor Watts also presented the name of Teresa Harris for
appointment to the office of Logan City Recorder

ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Swenson, seconded by Councilmember
Monson to ratify the Mayor’s appointment of J. Allen Lowe to the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board and Teresa Harris as City Recorder. Motion carried 5-0. 

OATH OF OFFICE.  The Oath of Office was administered by Mayor Randy
Watts to City Recorder Teresa Harris. 

LOIS PRICE RECOGNITION. Councilmember Olsen referred to Lois Price,
retired City Recorder, as a “Warrior for the City”. Motion by Councilmember Jay
Monson commending Lois Price for her many years of service to Logan City as
Recorder. Also, expressing appreciation from the council and previous councilmember’s
for all Lois has done for them over the years. Seconded by Councilmember Swenson.
Motion carried 5-0. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE PROCLAMATION.  Councilmember
Olsen introduced and read the “International Day of Peace” Proclamation with the
support of the Logan Municipal Council, Mayor Watts and Cache Community
Connections. The “International Day of Peace” will be recognized on September 21,
2008. 
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ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Olsen to approve “International Day of
Peace” Proclamation, seconded by Councilmember Monson. Motion carried 5-0.

CITY WEBSITE UPDATE.  Information Systems Mikel Christensen and John
Cox gave an update on the City Website. Citizens can now pay their utility bill online at
www.loganutah.org or the direct website for bill pay is www.billpay.loganutah.org. The
bill pay system accepts all credit cards except for American Express. The goal is to get
20% of the citizens to pay online. Statistics show that 16,000 different hits were made on
the website during a two week time period. Mr. Christensen is also working on a program
to allow business license renewals online, this will be completed in October 2008. Plans
for the future also include a city directory, Intranet for City employees and other city
services. Mr. Cox also announced that the website now offers an area on the top where
emergency information can be posted. Councilmember Monson commented that he is
very pleased with the updates on the website and the current information that it offers. 

CITY GATEWAY PROJECT. Parks & Recreation Director Russ Akina gave
an update on the City Gateway Project.  Good news is that the money for the project is
coming back and will take approximately three weeks for it to be available.

Councilmember Thompson asked if his comment was taken into consideration of
not allowing a sign.  

Councilmember Monson disagreed and said we need a “Welcome to Logan” sign
and he appreciates such welcomes when he travels to other cities and towns. It creates a
welcoming feeling as one enters a city.

Mr. Akina responded that this project involves landscape improvements and
possible locations of where the sign or monument might go, not what the sign will be.
The next phase will be to determine a location site. The Utah Department of
Transportation (UDOT) supports the project but does not want to put federal money into
signage. Will allow the designers a few locations of where the sign could go. They will
need to determine other funding sources for the sign and is called a “visual element”
rather than sign or monument.

COUNCIL BUSINESS. 

Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Pyfer announced that regular council meetings were held
the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular council meeting is
Tuesday, October 7, 2008.  

Workshop.  Chairman Pyfer announced that the workshop scheduled for September 24,
2008 regarding information on the Cutler Reservoir Total Maximum Daily Load Study
(TMDL) has been cancelled.  

Councilmember Thompson said that at the next Power Board meeting he will
present what Rocky Mountain Power is doing with their Cool Keeper Program and
conservation, one of which includes citizens turning in their old refrigerators which, he
feels we should offer to the citizens. He received information from Salt Lake City on
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where and how prescription drugs can be discarded rather than putting them in the sewer
system. This information will be given to Environmental Director Issa Hamud.  

ACTION ITEMS:

PUBLIC HEARING:  Budget Adjustments F/Y 08-09 appropriating: $13,150 for

the Police Department’s State Asset Forfeiture (SAFG) Grant – 08-64

Chairman Pyfer opened the meeting to a public hearing on the budget adjustment
to approve appropriating $13,150 for the Police Department’s State Asset Forfeiture. 

Councilmember Thompson asked Logan City Police Chief Russ Roper if this is
seized property and Chief Roper responded yes, it is seized property. As there were no
comments the hearing was closed. 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember
Olsen to approve Res. 08-64, budget adjustment as presented. Motion carried 5-0. 

2008 Certified Tax Rate: Consideration of resolution correcting tax rate – 08-66

Finance Director Richard Anderson said that when he presented the 2008 certified
tax rate it was approved by resolution but the tax rate information was incorrect. The tax
rate has now been corrected and Mr. Anderson asked that it again be approved by the
Council.  

ACTION.  Motion by Councilmember Monson, seconded by Councilmember
Swenson to approve Res. 08-66, 2008 Certified Tax Rate: Consideration of resolution
correcting tax rate as presented. Motion carried 5-0. 

 
WORKSHOP ITEMS: 

Library Remodel Feasibility Study (Design West/Architects).

Christian Wilson, Design West Architects gave a presentation on the Logan City
Library Remodel Feasibility Study.  

Mayor Watts clarified that tonight’s presentation and discussion will focus on a
remodel of the current library and no information will be presented about a new library.
Mayor Watts also announced that the library will not be on the November 2008 ballot for
a bond. 

Councilmember Monson stated that he has received three phone calls asking isn’t
Logan talking about a library tonight so the County will pay for it if we go to a
Countywide Library. He answered the callers saying there is no relationship to any
proposal to build a Logan Library now or in the future that is in any way remotely related
to the countywide library system. 
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Councilmember Thompson said that it’s true we are relying on our certified tax
rate and if we go to a countywide system there will be a savings for Logan. Funding for
any new free standing library in the future will come from a savings in the countywide
system. 

Chairman Pyfer stated there is a relationship but it’s not dependant on what
happens.

Councilmember Thompson stated that some cities have overhead that they are
paying for their libraries, bricks and mortar.

Councilmember Monson responded that only two, Logan and North Logan have a
dedicated tax levy. So if they joined we would not longer collect the money to operate the
system and yes it would be a savings, the county would pick it up at a lower rate because
more would be involved. 

Chairman Pyfer said this gives us options but we are going to make a decision one
way or the other and there are positives in going to a countywide system but it will not
pay for a library. 

Mayor Watts has received comments from the community asking when will
Logan have a newer library and he feels there is a large group that want to discuss the
option. It was never intended that funding to build a new library would come from the
general fund. It will be done with a bond approved by voters along with private
donations. 

Chairman Pyfer asked Mr. Wilson to clarify if the current library building is
structurally sound and if it were remodeled how many years could it be used for a library.

Mr. Wilson responded that a remodel was done in 1984 but it was not a complete
remodel. Load bearing of the building is fine but the seismic requirements from 1984
have changed considerably and work needs to be done to bring it up to code. Seismic was
included in the bid that was given on the remodel and the design would meet code. The
current building would need minimal structural enhancements; the mechanical system
would need updating. In 25 years from now, changes will need to be made again to meet
current code requirements.

Library Director, Ronald Jenkins said the center of the building was built in the
1920’s. The Sears Department Store was built in 1937 and over the years several
different sides were added on. 

Councilmember Swenson asked about IT and also about LEEDS and if this was
included in the bid for the remodel. 

Mr. Wilson responded that the IT is only for the library. The seven million dollar
bid does not include LEEDS certification, adding would be an approximate additional
cost of $100,000 and this would be at LEEDS gold standard.  
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Councilmember Swenson said that the building is currently using radiant heat and
feels that the remodel should consider going to solar heat or at least have the building
wired for solar heat. She would also suggest using isolene insulation rather than standard
insulation. Lastly she would hope that if the building is remodeled that we would be
ready to give it to the County without any Logan City facilities included if it does go to a
countywide system.  

Councilmember Thompson asked about the bid increase. The original estimate
came in at 5.5 million and now the cost is at 7 million. 

Mr. Wilson responded that it is an A-1 rating which makes the difference. Added
was square footage, the computer and special collections area (Everton Collection). The
library would also like to have an area for book sales that are held quarterly and a staff
work area.

Councilmember Thompson asked if a 5.5 million dollar remodel is done would it
last 25 years and does the cost exceed the value of using the mezzanine space. An
elevator would also need to be added to meet ADA requirements for employees and
patrons.  

Mr. Jenkins stated that another critical thing is the technical services of the
mezzanine and being able to move the collection around.

Councilmember Swenson asked about the possibility of a second level and would
the current building support a second level.

Mr. Wilson said that adding a second level to the current building would be cost
prohibitive and the current building would not allow for a second floor. If an addition
were made to the building a second level would work. 

City Attorney, Kymber Housley read the ordinance regarding LEEDS which
states that “any extensive remodel over 10,000 square feet would require LEEDS
certification”. There is a list of exceptions which the Mayor can review and determine if
they apply.

Chairman Pyfer asked can the building meet the LEEDS standards but not go
through the certification process.

Mr. Housley replied, “There are standards and a list of exceptions”.  If the Mayor
receives a request in writing it can be considered.

Mayor Watts refereed to Item C on the exception list which reads, “The useful life
of the city building project for other factors do not justify whatever additional expense
would be incurred to increase the buildings long term efficiency”.  It would come down
to how much of the building would need to come down and bring to a LEEDS Gold
standard.  
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Councilmember Thompson feels that being LEEDS Silver is not as expensive as it
seems and should be looked at again.

Mr. Housley recommended that we need the costs because one of the exceptions
the Mayor can find is that if the cost exceeds the benefit and jeopardizes the project then
he can make the exception. We need to know the costs of doing a LEEDS Silver project.

Councilmember Olsen asked about the structural systems and have they been
looked at and are they adequate.

Craig Rasmussen, Design West Architects joined Mr. Wilson and explained that
an on site evaluation of the existing building was done and based on this evaluation it was
determined that the structure is sound; a complete seismic evaluation was not done. It
was also suggested that Fire Chief Mark Meaker could help with the seismic code
requirements of the building. If the project goes further more evaluations will be done.

Councilmember Monson asked if the 25 year figure came from Design West and
does this include the book stacks and do they meet the seismic codes.

Mr. Wilson responded that if the building is maintained it will stay to the code
that it’s built to and will remain. At 25 years there will be code changes that will need to
be addressed. 

Mr. Jenkins stated that Design West was asked by the library to project out to a
minimum of 25 years.

Councilmember Monson asked if this bid included any parking structure.

Mr. Wilson stated that a parking terrace was not addressed in the bid; it does
include the costs for curb and gutter and parking improvements. The drawing of the
remodel shows the existing south façade, windows are the same but adding red brick and
keeping the gray brick that is already in place matching the new building on the block.
The Main Street design has not been done but would be similar to the south façade.
Landscaping will also be addressed and would not have to give up a lot of parking
spaces; most of the landscape would be on the Main Street side of the building. 

Mayor Watts is concerned about the corner at 200 North Main We need to be
mindful this is prime property and should be a structure, not parking. Parking will need to
be addressed if there is a remodel, protecting the value of the 200 North Main corner. 

Councilmember Thompson disagrees and feels that “you can’t put a value on
open space”. If left as parking and landscaped he feels it will be just as valuable as having
a building on the corner. 

Chairman Pyfer said that she looks at the recently remodeled County Courthouse
but that building has historical value where the current library building does not. 
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Finance Director Richard Anderson stated that funding for a remodel could come
from different sources such as saving for several years, donations which, he feels we
would not get a lot of because it’s a remodel project or bond. Funding from a bond for six
million dollars with current interest rates would be $500,000 per year in debt service and
would be approximately $30 per year for households. It would be a general obligation
bond and go to a vote from the citizens. Mr. Anderson feels the seven million dollar bid
will end up being more like ten million dollars when the final bid comes in. 

Mr. Wilson added that $900,000 of the bid is contingency monies. 

Councilmember Thompson commends the council on requiring the study, asking
questions and getting a second opinion. Economic times are tough right now and the best
thing might be to wait. He asked how much it would cost to do a few things in the
building now and not a complete remodel. 

Mr. Anderson stated that some monies have been allocated to make improvements
in the current building not for capital needs but to sustain the building. Remodeling is not
in the budget but maintenance would be. 

Councilmember Monson also feels that right now is not the time to propose
anything to the public. He would like to consider other options and wait into the future.
He would like to see the costs of a new library with parking included.  

Mayor Watts again suggested that the councilmember’s go through the existing
library and City Hall building. In his view the building has no historical value. Balancing
the mechanics of the building is always a challenge. He also agrees that now is not the
time to propose a bond to the citizens. He would suggest waiting to see if the economic
situation improves and then look at doing a bond and getting private donations. He does
not want to put any money into the current building. Security improvements for the
courts will be done when they move over in a few months. He feels that a lot of citizens
want a good library in the community and feels libraries have a purpose. He also feels a
new library will bring energy to the downtown as a civic center and open space. 

Chairman Pyfer asked for a presentation to be done on a new library and a
comparison on a new vs. remodeled library. This will be scheduled for the October 7,
2008 council meeting with Architectural Nexus.

Councilmember Monson agrees with Mayor Watts that a library is something a
city must have and it should be a good library.

Councilmember Thompson has received the figures on the costs for a new free
standing library and feels it’s too costly. He feels that we need to talk about user pay fees
if a new library is built and look at different ways to fund a library. He would like to see a
cost of an interim/two year “patch” on the current building.
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WATER RATE MODIFICATIONS.

Public Works Director Mark Nielsen presented a resolution to approve new water
rates. Minor adjustments in base rates and multi-family rates are required to meet the
recommendations of the 2005 Cost of Service Study. The changes to the base rate would
go from $12.00 to $13.00. Multi family usage is less than a single family home. Meter
size for all residential is one inch. Sewer rates are still tied to water consumption 75% or
the option of putting in a meter. 

Councilmember Monson asked why are we proposing increased water rates at this
time, have we looked at the costs for other cities and what about transfer fees. He would
also like to see a comparative study on the costs and the base rates.

Chairman Pyfer responded that the reason for the increase is to move closer to the
actual cost of service. 

Mr. Nielsen said that our cost of service is not out of line with other cities.
Secondary water is not considered. Everything is in accordance with what should be
charged. Mr. Nielsen will provide a comparison for the council before it goes to an action
item at the October 7, 2008 council meeting.

Finance Director Richard Anderson said that costs are individually listed on each
utility bill that goes out and the finance department is working to simplify utility bills for
citizens. 

Budget Adjustment F/Y 08-09 appropriating: $10,000 from Police Department

donations account for annual awards banquet – 08-67.

Finance Director Richard Anderson reviewed the proposed change to the budget.
Public hearing was set for October 7, 2008. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.

October 7, 2008 Agenda. 

Chairman Pyfer would like to have a question and answer regarding the 400
North Project. 

Councilmember Swenson said that she cannot attend the October 21, 2008 council
meeting but will call in. She would like to be here in person for the library discussion and
suggested moving to the first November meeting. 

Chairman Pyfer said there will be a discussion regarding the Valley Channel as a
workshop item. Community Development Director Jay Nielsen will also give an update
on the Parks Strip Project. 

Councilmember Thompson asked Mayor Watts about the groundwater in the two
new parking lots on the north and south end of the City block. 
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Mayor Watts said that the new design of the north parking lot will address the
groundwater. The south parking lot is temporary until it’s determined if a new library will
be built there or remains permanent parking. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, meeting adjourned at
8:05 p.m.

Teresa Harris, City Recorder
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